
ALLERDALE HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the Allerdale Highways Working Group held on Thursday, 1 
October 2020 at 1.00 pm via Microsoft Teams. 

PRESENT:

Mr JS Holliday (Chairman)

Mr AL Barry
Mr A Bowness
Mrs RC Hanson

Mr A Kennon
Mr T Lywood
Mr AJ Markley (Vice-Chair)

Also in Attendance:-

Mr D Hamilton - Democratic Services Officer
Mrs S Davis-Johnston - Traffic Management Team Leader (West)
Miss A Sykes - Highways Network Manager
Mr P Zajac - Traffic Management Technician
Mr D Coyle
Gavin Murray

- Manager of Flood & Development Management
- Flood & Development Management Office

38 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Mrs C McCarron-Holmes and Mr H G Graham. 

39 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED that, the minutes of the previous meeting held on 2 June 2020 
be confirmed as an accurate and complete record. 

40 PAPCASTLE RIVER EROSION/FLOODING REPORT

Members considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which informed the working group of the funding made available for 
bridge protection works to the underside of Papcastle Bridge, Cockermouth.

The funding for the bridge works had been successfully applied for from the DfT 
Challenge fund for £100,000. The scheme would be carried out by the Rights of 
Way team who had previously tendered for the works just under 2 years ago when 
previous funding had been available. The same tenders would be approached for an 
update costing and works awarded accordingly.

The Flood Development Manager provided some background to the project 
informing members that after the 2015 floods it had been identified that flooding 



from the main river Derwent, below the right-hand side of the Papcastle bridge had 
led to a wash out of the existing head wall to the water course that discharged west 
of the bridge. It had also caused severe erosion of the embankment beyond the 
watercourse. It was also explained that the embankment to the west of the bridge 
supported a right of way along the river side and access to other fields. 

The works would compromise of a gravel infill capped with concrete to the north 
side of the existing river pier, where the worst funnelling effect took place. The 
works would include the provision of a reinforced spillway effect to the existing 
watercourse in place of the previous headwall located at the water’s edge. The 
shaping of the watercourse would ensure that any flooding to the area would be 
turned back into the main river at the watercourse.

The Local Member was grateful that work would soon begin in the area and it was 
AGREED that an update be brought to a future meeting. The Highways Working 
Group noted the contents of the report and thanked the Flood & Development 
Management team. 

RESOLVED that, members note the contents of the report. 

41 NORTH ALLERDALE TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER

Members considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
infrastructure which provided Members of the Working Group with the background 
and details of proposed changes to The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, North 
Allerdale) (Consolidation and Provision of Traffic Regulations) Order 20><, following 
informal consultation. 

The Traffic Management Team Leader provided an overview of the report drawing 
specific attention to the proposals which were considered most challenging.

A detailed discussion took place regarding ‘Proposal 12 – B5301, Parsonby’. The 
proposal was to implement a 7.5t weight restriction (except for access) along the 
section of the B5301 that ran between the A596 and the A595. A number of 
requests were received from residents that lived on the B5301 and the Parish 
Council to introduce a 7.5t weight restriction, concurrent to a planning application 
being considered for the reopening of a quarry in the area.

Many consultation responses were received in favour of ‘Proposal 12’, largely 
reasoning that the larger vehicles added to noise and air pollution for residents. 
Additionally, many responses raised safety concerns with larger vehicles meeting in 
Parsonby village where the carriageway was narrower that other sections of the 
road.  Concerns had also been raised that this road was “an accident waiting to 
happen”, although existing collision data shows 8 collisions in the last 5 years on the 
entire length of the B5301. Members were informed that this collision data could be 
broken down into 7 ‘slight’ severity, and 1 ‘serious’ severity and that none of the 
collisions involved a vehicle exceeding 7.5t. 



A relatively small number of consultation responses were received objecting to this 
proposal, highlighting concerns that local businesses located in nearby 
towns/villages will be negatively impacted by such a restriction, particularly haulage 
firms.

The Traffic Management Team Leader brought members attention towards the fact 
that the road was classified as a ‘B’ road, which gave the road a special status. 
Specifically, a ‘B’ road connects different areas, and feeds traffic between A roads 
and smaller roads on the network. For this reason, it is on the gritting routes and 
would no longer be considered such an important route should this status be 
removed and a weight restriction be implemented. Additionally, the restriction of 
vehicles exceeding 7.5t on this route would lead to an increased number of these 
vehicles using the B5299 and the A594, increasing movements on those sections of 
the A596/A595 accordingly. Officers therefore recommended not to progress any 
further with this current proposal. 

Members discussed the proposal and the implications of the decision. In particular 
members considered the risks involved with downgrading the road and agreed that 
the recommendation of officers was the correct course of action and that a full study 
and review of the route be undertaken. 

RESOLVED that,  

1)     That the Working Group recommend that Local    
Committee agree to proceed to statutory consultation and 
advertisement of a Traffic Regulation Order which would: -

(i) consolidate the provisions of The County of Cumbria 
(Various Roads, North Allerdale) (Consolidation and 
Provision of Traffic Regulations) Order 2016 and its 
variations;

(ii) Consolidate the provisions of the following Orders: -

The County of Cumbria (A595/A596 Corridor, Area 1) 
(Prohibition of Heavy Commercial Vehicles over 7.5 
Tonnes Maximum Gross Vehicle Weight) Order 1998;
The County of Cumbria (A595/A596 Corridor, Area 2) 
(Prohibition of Heavy Commercial Vehicles over 7.5 
Tonnes Maximum Gross Vehicle Weight) Order 1998; 
and
The County of Cumbria (A595/A596 Corridor, Area 3) 
(Prohibition of Heavy Commercial Vehicles over 7.5 
Tonnes Maximum Gross Vehicle Weight) Order 2000; 
and

(iii)  propose to introduce new restrictions as shown on the 
plans attached as Appendices 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 16, 18, 19 and 20 to the Report to the Working 
Group (“the Order”). 



2) That the Working Group recommend that Local Committee 
agree that, subject to there being no unresolved objections 
received at the end of the statutory consultation and 
advertisement of the changes referred to in paragraph 1) 
above, that the Orderbe brought into operation, as 
advertised having taken into consideration the matters 
contained in Section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 which were more specifically referred to in 
paragraph 7.2 of the Report to the Working Group..

3) That the Working Group recommend that Local Committee 
agree that a study be undertaken of the B5301, as referred 
to in paragraph 4.1.12.

42 WORKINGTON TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER

Members considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which provided the Highways Working Group (“the Working Group”) 
with the background and details of proposed changes to The County of Cumbria 
(Various Roads, Workington) (Consolidation and Provision of Traffic Regulations) 
Order 2017, following informal consultation.

The Working Group were provided with some background regarding the concerns 
that had been raised by residents and Local Members regarding a variety of 
locations throughout Workington and the surrounding area. On this basis officers 
undertook site assessments and proposed solutions for alleviating issues where 
applicable. 

The proposals require amendments to ‘The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, 
Workington) (Consolidation and Provision of Traffic Regulations) Order 2017 (as 
varied)’.  Due to the lengthy processes involved when amending a Traffic Regulation 
Order, an opportunity also arose to address some other minor issues.

The Traffic Management Team Leader gave an overview of the proposals featured 
as part of the report and invited questions from members. 

RESOLVED that, 

1) the Working Group recommend that Local Committee agree to 
proceed to statutory consultation and advertisement of a Traffic 
Regulation Order which would both  consolidate the provisions 
of The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, Workington) 
(Consolidation and Provision of Traffic Regulations) Order 2017 
and its variations, and propose to introduce new restrictions as  
shown on the plans attached as Appendices 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.1, 6, 7, 
8, 9.1, 10, 11.1, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 only to the report to the 
Working Group (“the Order”).



2) That the Working Group recommend that Local Committee 
agree that, subject to there being no unresolved objections 
received at the end of the statutory consultation and 
advertisement of the changes referred to in paragraph 1) 
above, that the Order be brought into operation, as advertised 
having taken into consideration the matters contained in 
Section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which 
were more specifically referred to at paragraph 7.2 of the 
Report to the Working Group.

43 DEVOLVED CAPITAL PROGRAMME FOR ALLERDALE 2021/22

Members considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which provided a overall draft provisional Devolved NPRN programme 
for 2021/22, including lighting and small scale improvements based on an assumed 
funding allocation of £3,816,000. 

The Highways Network Manager explained that as in previous programmes of 
NPRN work, it was intended that the Highways Team would undertake extensive 
carriageway patching, structural maintenance and surfacing work in the Allerdale 
area to maximise the proportion of network improvements from available funding.

The Highways Network Manager than provided an overview of the works included 
and invited questions from members. A discussion then took place regarding the 
prioritisation of routes and the impact on timescales for works. 

Clarification was sought regarding proposed road works by Connect Roads on the 
A596 at Heathfield Bridge where the Local Member had not been updated. The 
Highways Network Manager was aware of what had happened and had raised the 
issue to ensure that members were correctly consulted in the future.

RESOLVED that,  the Working Group recommend that Local Committee agree 
the proposed Devolved NPRN Programme of Works for 
2021/22, as set out in Appendix 1 of the report, subject to 
Council confirmation of the devolved highways budget 
allocations for 2021/22.

44 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT TEAM LEADER'S UPDATE

Members had before them a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which provided members with an update on topical traffic 
management related matters within Allerdale.

The Traffic Management Team Leader began by explained that since 1st January 
2020, a total of 496 temporary traffic regulation orders (TTROs) had been 
processed for the Allerdale area.  



Members were then provided with an update on CRASH whereby they were 
informed that meetings had taken place virtually since June following a break in 
meetings since February due to the COVID19 pandemic. 

Members were reminded that at their meeting in January 2020, Allerdale Local 
Committee agreed to advertise proposed changes to the speed limit on the A595 at 
Bothel, and two smaller changes to speed limits following private developments. 
The advertisement went ahead in March, however circumstances created due to the 
COVID19 pandemic had meant that the necessary level of consultation and publicity 
was not achieved. The proposed changes had since gone to statutory consultation 
and advertisement again and therefore a report would be presented to Members at 
a future meeting. 

RESOLVED that, members note the contents of the report. 

45 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Allerdale Highways Working Group is due to 
take place on 10 December 2020 via Microsoft Teams. 

The meeting ended at 14:30pm


